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Restoring Our Call to Ministry 
 

Walking in Wisdom, Faith, and Expectation 
 

Quotes from The Quest for the Radical Middle by Bill Jackson 
 
 
 
Early Days in the Vineyard 

 
From the beginning the group had an intense hunger for God….Carl (Tuttle) remembers those days saying, "I've 
never seen a group of people so hungry to meet with God."  Page 57 

 
The key book on John Wimber's thinking on the Kingdom of God was  Jesus and the Kingdom by George Ladd (now 
titled The Presence of the Future).  Page 53 

 
We believe the purpose of the church is to advance the rule of God on the earth by continuing the ministry of 
Jesus in word deed and life through the power of the Holy Spirit. Page 102  

 
The next Sunday John gave an altar call to pray for the sick. It was humiliating. The people doing the praying caught 
the illnesses of those they were praying for, even their headaches! People now began to leave the church, not so 
much because of the concept of healing but because the act of doing it was so risky.  Page 68 

 
I invited the Holy Spirit to come and waited for what seemed like hours. Nothing. I was a rookie and felt completely 
helpless. I didn't know then that the veterans often felt the same way and that we only sort of get over that 
feeling. But then, suddenly, I heard myself say, 'Speak in tongues!' Surprised, I wondered why I had said that, but 
before I could react, people began to rifle out in tongues. Some fell on the floor. Demons began to manifest in 
people in church no less, and the room, took on the general feel of the battlefield. I didn't know what to do next, 
so I walked around on the stage until I felt foolish and stepped down, thus ending my first Vineyard seminar. I've 
done many since then, I will never forget that first one. Page 132 

 
During 1985, John taught about 100 messages on prayer. He was trying to birth prayer in the church, but it never 
seemed to take. The church in Anaheim had become prideful and was riding on the grace of God. Page 133 
 
As to the criticism that the Vineyard glorifies the Holy Spirit, [theologian Wayne] Grudem is puzzled. Is not the Holy 
Spirit fully God, and has not the church throughout the ages glorified him in the historic creeds? While conceding 
that the spiritual role is to glorify Jesus, it is pointed out that it is also one of the Spirit's jobs in the age of the 
church to manifest his presence in order to make God more fully known. In this the spirit is glorified in the present 
age. Page 158  
 
The revival [of the latter-day movement] was powerful but short lived. It ran all ground because of some of the 
new doctrines, and authoritarian leadership structure, and an elitist attitude driven by apocalyptic assumptions 
that they were the true churches ushering in the last great move of God. Page 176 
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 The Period of the Prophets 
When Mike Bickle was in Cairo in 1982 the Lord spoke to him and said, "I will change the understanding and 
expression of the church in one generation". "He says that the Lord went on to give him a fourfold plan to build his 
new church on the foundation of Jesus it was to be built with(Page 184 – 185):  

 Night and day prayer 

 Holiness of heart 

 Unwavering faith 

 Extravagant giving to the poor 

 
Paul [Cain] believed that God was showing him that Joel's army was about to be raised up. It was not going to be a 
destructive army but a deliverance army. God would not work anymore through superstars, but through ordinary 
soldiers, who would respond in obedience to his voice. They would be led by a new breed of leaders and teachers 
who would work only for the glory of God. Page 192 
 
Almost from the beginning *of the period of the prophets+ there were tremendous problems… problems which we 
believe violated the values of the Vineyard such as our emphasis and core value of laity ministry. Probably what 
the Vineyard and John Wimber contributed most in church renewal was giving the work of the ministry into the 
hands of the laity -- equipping the saints. With the inflow of prophetic personalities, the focus of laity ministry 
changed to up front ministry by an elite -- a tragic change in our view -- and one which eventually cut off all our 
renewal influence. Page 192 
 
The characteristics of the Vineyard that led to the death of the Vineyard; The Pastor's Conference in Denver 1989 

(Page 196):  

 It did not persist in pursuing God's presence but became even entered with God's power, "we sought his 

hand and not his face." God saved us by lifting his anointing because power without purity would kill us. 

 It was laced with immorality that was not dealt with by leadership on sanctified mercy. 

 It was a relatively prayer list movement drawing spiritual power from the intercession of others. 

 
Prophetic words upon restoration of the Vineyard: The Pastor's Conference in Denver 1989 (Page 197 – 198):  

 God was going to raise up a faceless generation, a new breed, dread champions who would think only of 

righteousness and the glory of God on the earth. They would cause the enemy to tremble. 

 It was not the parents generation at the children's is that would be the chosen generation. Our highest 

level of anointing and wisdom was where they would begin. Children's ministry was to be top priority. 

 God was about the business of offending the mind to reveal the heart. God would use the reproach in 

rejection of the larger church to prepare the faceless generation. 

 God would be raising up worldwide movements of prayer that would go on day and night. 

 A certain impartation of the power of the Holy Spirit would be given to the church to enable power 

evangelism. 

 In the last days of ministry God was requiring an extravagant humility that would be connected to prayer 

and generous giving to the poor. 
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John admitted that he had not screened the prophetic closely enough and that in an attempt to bless and honor 
them, he had probably given them more publicity and reinforcement than was wise. Page 219 
 
Many of us had, to varying degrees, been caught up in some of the elitist tendencies and apocalyptic fervor that 
were common immature responses to the prophetic messages that were given at this time. In fact, we were often 
so caught up in looking for the fantastic, in the extraordinary, the Big Bang, that it became harder to deal with the 
merely mundane events of everyday life. Page 220 
 
It became clear to Wimber that in the same way that the Vineyard had met the prophetic, it was now time for the 
prophetic to meet the Vineyard. And some of the prophetic men did not like to be governed. Page 220 
 
At the 1995 Pastor's Conference, Wimber told the movement that he "regretted leading the Vineyard into the 
prophetic era, saying that it did, indeed, get us off track." Page 223 

 

The Toronto Blessing 
Before Randy Clark's experience with the Toronto Blessing, "he was an ordinary man and a relatively unsuccessful 
pastor…. Unassuming, humble character." Page 264-265 
 
Before going to Toronto, Randy Clark was "very afraid that they would go there and nothing would happen."  
Before leaving he received a prophetic word from a friend Richard Holcomb."The Lord says to you Randy, test me 
now. Test me now. Test me now. Do not be afraid. I will back you up! And do not become anxious because when 
you become anxious, you can't hear me."  "Randy would later write, it was this prophetic word that did much to 
change my life. It gave me the faith to move in the anointing I had received when Rodney had prayed for me." 
Page 271 
 
[Wimber] asked that the renewal stay Christ-centered and not become manifestation-centered. He expressed 
concerns even at this stage with training catchers and putting tape on the floor. He thought that it planted the 
notion that people should fall, thus putting the emphasis on the manifestations in creating first and second class 
citizens, i.e., those who experienced manifestations and those who didn't. Page 295 
 
John reiterated that pursuit of the renewal should not keep us from pastoring our people. He listed at least six 
things that must be continually going on in the local church whether it was in renewal or not: teaching the word, 
administering the ordinances of baptism and communion, pastoring people's needs, equipping the saints for 
ministry, leading in worship, and doing the work of evangelism. Wimber concluded, " in my opinion, any Vineyard 
pastor who neglects the above to pursue or gives too great a place to phenomena long-term is making a 
potentially fatal mistake as far as that local congregation is concerned."  page 297 
 
Todd Hunter's assessment of the Vineyard: "we should never promote manifestations in any way, but focus on the 
main and plain issues of Scripture, such as the fruit and gifts of the Spirit, evangelism and church planting. We are 
after long-term fruit, not experiences. If God has truly touched a person, he or she should go home talking about 
Jesus, not about falling and shaking. The result of true renewal will be seen in new passion for Jesus, in the words 
and works of the kingdom."  Page 300 to 301 
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Truths to Remember as We Move Forward 

 

Outward Focused 
 
John Wimber wrote in the Vineyard Reflections in September/October 1994 and Winter 1994 ς 1995: 
Citing similarities to the Pentecostals who were set on fire through the Azusa Street revival from 1906 to 1909, 
Wimber again exhorted the Vineyard to take the renewal to the streets. Pentecostalism has grown to become the 
largest stratum of Protestant Christianity in the world in less than a century because the touch of God's Spirit 
drove them all over the world with the gospel. The revival was never a "bless me club" but was a wind that blew 
them outward. In this regard members said, our earliest commission as a group of churches was to be a church 
planting movement for the sake of winning the lost. For me, our historic identity provides a moral, spiritual and 
intellectual grid for evaluating the current renewal activity in the Vineyard. Our chief concern as overseer of the 
Vineyard is whether the renewal activity will contribute to or hinder our ability to achieve our goals of evangelism 
through church planting. Page 296-297 
 
We are committed to power evangelism, not just power; we are committed to signs and wonders and church 
growth, not just signs and wonders. The Lord has clearly instructed us to direct these current blessings into 
practical activities that will minister to and bless those outside of our churches. Page 301 
 
We are committed to welcoming the gifts of the Holy Spirit in our gatherings and on the streets some Vineyards 
are quite free in the spirit on Sunday mornings others adopt more of the seeker approach by focusing on teaching 
and evangelism on Sunday mornings but all are committed to the healing ministry in the present day move of the 
Holy Spirit as a part of who they are. Page 105 -- 106  
 
We need to affirm that our pastoral call is to equip the saints for the work of the ministry, our people are to be 
active in ministry, not passive, not needing to wait either for the anointed apostles or profits or for the coming 
revival. People are dying now, and we are the ones Jesus is sending to them. Page 229 
 
We need to be careful about our motives and pursuing prophecy… when I do seminars on the biblical text, the 
attendance is usually lower than when I do seminars that have the promise of the supernatural and prophetic 
revelation. This is a disturbing trend. Would we rather have a word from God to do the work of building our lives 
on his word, the Bible, and believing what it says by faith? I don't need a prophetic word to know that God loves 
me. Page 229 
 
Looking back with fondness to the days of old as defined by our point of entry is all right as long as we don't let 
that nostalgia keep us from the best days are ahead. God moves us from grace to grace, the faith to faith and glory 
to glory. God is on the move, and we'd best be moving with him. Page 349 
 
Ken Gulliksen made an absolutely fascinating comment to me in this regard. He wrote, "I personally find it 
interesting that during our first nine years in West LA, we led approximately 11,000 people to Christ. When John 
took over and we became a movement, evangelism seemed to just stop. Several of us had the same experience. So 
power evangelism for me replaced Holy Spirit evangelism which resulted in no evangelism! I think the reason is 
clear. Many of us had succeeded doing what God had made us to do the fruit came because, like Chuck Smith, I 
was being a bit doing what God had called me to do -- teach and pastor. But I found out that that wasn't enough, 
that I needed to move in gifts of the spirit that God had given, evangelism and it."  Page 351 - 352 


